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INTRODUCTION:
MUSEUM THEORY

An Expanded Field

Kylie Message and Andrea Witcomb

At a public lecture delivered in September 2013 in Canberra, Nicholas Thomas,
director of the University of Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and
Antheopology, remarked that the = now ot s "new” = new musscalogy has been
precccupled with the politics of musewms ar the expense of remembering and
du-nmm,; what mmmt are and do (Thomas 2013). The journal of the American
Anth A Museum had previausly published a
“commentary” picce by Thomsas in which he had presented his preiminary sug
gestioens for exploring what be called the “museum as method.” Thomas had peo-
posed the muscum as method as a concepeisal approach for reflection that may
lead o innovation in the ways we think sbout museums as comples mmNagh
of meaning. He used this idea ge the generally

that theary is primarily aligned with sewbornie disciplines and discourse - a pre
smption that overlooks the reality, which i that museums have been and con-
tinoe ta be key sites for the creation of theory. He explained




